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SUBJECT: STATEMENT ON SPANISH SAHARA 
REF: USUN 5506 

THIS IS TO CONFIRM TELEPHONIC INSTRUCTIONS THAT DELEGA- 
TION MAY MAKE, PRIOR TO INTRODUCTION OF SPANISH SAHARA 
RESOLUTION, FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN FOURTH COMMITTEE IN 
SUPPORT OF REFERRING QUESTION OF SPANISH SAHARA TO ICJ FOR 
ADVISORY OPINION: 

THE US STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE USE OF THE ICJ IN 
APPROPRIATE CASES TO RESOLVE DISPUTES AMONG STATES IN A 
PEACEFUL MANNER. TO THIS END, WE BELIEVE THAT STATES 
SHOULD ACCEPT THE JURISDICTION OF THE COURT WITH A MINIMUM 
OF RESERVATIONS OR CONDITIONS, AND THAT RESORT TO THE 
COURT'S ADVISORY-OPINION PROCEDURE SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED 
WHENEVER THIS WOULD FACILITATE THE RESOLUTION OF SUCH 
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DISPUTES. WE BELIEVE THAT THE ICJ MAY, IN THIS FASHION, 
CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO THE SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
DISAGREEMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW AND A DUE REGARD FOR THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS 
OF ALL STATES CONCERNED, WITHOUT RECOURSE TO THE USE OR 
THREAT OF FORCE. 

WE BELIEVE THAT IN THE CASE OF SPANISH SAHARA, THE ICJ 
COULD FACILITATE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE DISPUTE BY THE 
PARTIES CONCERNED BY OFFERING AN OPINION ON THE LEGAL 
ASPECTS OF THIS PROBLEM, INCLUDING THE HISTORICAL 
CLAIMS TO THE TERRITORY. THE US CONTINUES TO CONSIDER 
SPANISH SAHARA A MATTER FOR RESOLUTION BY THE PARTIES 
INVOLVED. WE URGE THAT THEY REMAIN IN CONTACT AND WORK 
TO NEGOTIATE A PEACEFUL AND EQUITABLE SOLUTION. 

2. YOU SHOULD TELL MOROCCANS THAT WE ARE MAKING STATEMENT 
BECAUSE IN PRESENT FORM DRAFT RESOLUTION IS NOT SIMPLE 

AND NON-PREJUDICIAL AND THUS IS OUTSIDE OUR "OMMITMENT 
TO THEM. (STATE 26L702). BEFORE YOU MAKE STATEMENT, YOU 
SHOULD INFORM SPANISH MISSION WHAT YOU HAVE TOLD MOROCCANS, 
POINTING OUT THAT OUR POSITION BASED ON OUR VIEW ICJ ROLE 
AND OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT GOS NOT OPPOSED TO ICJ ADVISORY 
OPINION ON SPANISH SAHARA. YOU MAY ADD THAT WHILE WE 
WOULD SUPPORT SIMPLE RESOLUTION ASKING ICJ FOR ADVISORY 
OPINION WE ARE NOT COMMITTED TO SUPPORT RESOLUTION WITH 
PREJUDICIAL PARAGRAPHS. 

3. WHEN YOU SPEAK WITH MOROCCANS YOU SHOULD POINT OUT 
THAT PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPHS 3 AND 4 (FRENCH TEXT) AND OPERA- 
TIVE PARAGRAPHS 4 AND 5 CONTAIN LANGUAGE WHICH IS PREJU- 
DICIAL IN THE SENSE THAT IT WOULD BE OFFENSIVE TO SPAIN. 
(PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH 3 OF FRENCH TEXT DOES NOT APPEAR IN 
ENGLISH VERSION IN USUN'S 5506.) THEREFORE, WE PREPARED 

TO SIGNAL OUR SUPPORT OF ICJ ADVISORY OPINION BY BRIEF 
STATEMENT IN ADVANCE OF VOTE AND WOULD, OF COURSE, 

SUPPORT OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 1 IN SEPARATE VOTE IF THERE IS 
ONE. INGERSOLL. 

UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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